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The past few months have been filled with encounters, conversations, learning 
and collective action.

Much of this time was spent on the ground, in local communities, 
alongside women who carry the knowledge, experience and strength of 
their communities every day. Listening and learning from one another, we 
continued to build networks of solidarity that form the foundation of the 
feminist movement.

Activists, organisations and researchers from Bosnia and Herzegovina, the 
region and around the world joined us in creating space to share experiences 
and build connections. Our work also brought us together with young people 
and students, while supporting new generations of activists and contributing 
to research and initiatives that preserve memory, advocate for justice and open 
up possibilities for a different kind of society.

The past months also gave us many important moments to celebrate: 
anniversaries, women’s courage, activist legacies and stories that remind us 
that change is built through persistence, collective action and solidarity. Every 
encounter, workshop and conversation was part of the same feminist mission: 
to create a world in which women’s voices are heard, their experiences are 
valued and diversity is celebrated.
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ACTIVITIES: APRIL – JUNE 2026

We continued to develop the Feminist 
HUB as an open feminist learning space 
for sharing knowledge and experiences 
and critically engaging with social issues. 
During this period, we held three new 
sessions focusing on the media, women 
in politics and contemporary activism.

Together with Selma Zulić Šiljak, we 
explored the relationship between media 
and power during the event “Media and 
Feminism – Who Controls the Narrative?”. 
We discussed how the media shape 
public discourse, reproduce gender 
inequalities and influence women’s 
visibility, as well as how we can build a 
media landscape grounded in equality 
and accountability.

During the discussion “Ideals, 
Compromises and Red Lines for Women 
in Politics”, Denisa Sarajlić shared her 
experiences of political engagement, the 
challenges and pressures women face, 
and the importance of maintaining integrity 
and feminist values in decision-making 
processes.

With Naida Kučukalić, we discussed the 
kind of activism we need today, how to 
build communities rooted in feminist and 
queer values, the importance of local 
and intersectional action, and solidarity 
as a response to contemporary social 
challenges.
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Women’s Economic Empowerment

A member of the CURE Foundation 
team participated in a two-day training 
on the care economy, together with 
representatives of institutions from across 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. The training 
addressed a key yet often overlooked 
issue: how to make care work visible, 
recognised and adequately supported 
through public policies.

Through interactive sessions, participants 
discussed gender equality, unpaid 
care work, social norms, and the 
development of care policies, services 

and infrastructure. Particular emphasis 
was placed on exchanging experiences 
and developing concrete proposals to 
improve the care system in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

The care economy is not merely a private 
matter for individuals and families, but 
an important part of social and economic 
development. CURE Foundation continues 
to advocate for women’s economic 
empowerment policies that recognise and 
value unpaid care work.
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Women’s Network of Bosnia and Herzegovina

As the coordinating organisation of 
the Women’s Network of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, CURE Foundation continues 
to bring its members together through 
regular meetings of the Coordination 
Board. Members jointly plan advocacy 
activities, coordinate their positions and 
respond to current social and political 
issues affecting women’s rights and 
gender equality.

Over the past three months, the Women’s 
Network of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
issued two public statements in response 
to femicides in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
In the statement “What Is the Price 
of a Woman’s Life?”, we highlighted 
serious shortcomings in the system 
for protecting women from violence, 
including inadequate risk assessment 
and insufficient monitoring of the 
implementation of protection measures.

Following further killings of women, 
we once again called for an urgent and 
systemic response from the relevant 
institutions, including the establishment of 
a Femicide Watch body, mandatory risk 
assessments, stronger violence prevention 
measures and more effective protection 
for women. Femicide is not an isolated 
incident, but a social and institutional 
problem that requires continuous and 
accountable institutional action.

On 5 May, a member of the Coordination 
Board of the Women’s Network of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina participated in the 
regional meeting “Hearing Each Other, 
Seeing Each Other” in Ankara, dedicated 
to monitoring gender equality. The meeting 
provided an opportunity to exchange 
experiences and practices from across 
the region and to bring perspectives from 
Bosnia and Herzegovina into the regional 
dialogue on advancing gender equality.
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Legacy – Digital Voices of Youth for Justice and Remembrance in Serbia 
and Bosnia and Herzegovina

“Jelena Šantić – For Courageous Steps” Award

CURE Foundation and Jelena Šantić 
Foundation presented the regional 
“Jelena Šantić – For Courageous Steps” 
Award, which is awarded every two 
years to initiatives and individuals for 
their contributions to peace, human 
rights, dealing with the past and regional 
cooperation. This year’s laureates were 
the War Childhood Museum and Dragan 

Popović, while special recognitions were 
presented to Jana Krstić, Karton Revolucija 
and the Plenum of Students in Blockade at 
the State University of Novi Pazar.
The award ceremony was organised within 
the project “Activist Legacy – Digital Voices 
of Youth for Justice and Remembrance 
in Serbia and Bosnia and Herzegovina”, 
funded by the European Union.

CURE - ACTIVITIES
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“Link the Change” Activist School

Another important activity implemented 
within the project was the “Link the 
Change” Activist School, organised by 
Jelena Šantić Foundation and CURE 
Foundation in December 2025. During 
the school, eight participants transformed 
their reflections, knowledge and 
experiences into original articles exploring 
the topics they had addressed throughout 
the programme.

Drawing on personal perspectives, 
newly acquired knowledge and activist 
experience, the articles open up 
important conversations about transitional 

Mapping and Reinterpreting Sites of Collective Memory in Belgrade – A Tool for Transitional Justice 
and Reconciliation - https://fondacijacure.org/mapiranje-i-reinterpretacija-mesta-kolektivnog-secanja-
u-beogradu-alat-tranzicione-pravde-i-pomirenja/

Overcoming Ethnic Segregation among Young People in Bosnia and Herzegovina through 
Collaborative Digital Work, Media Literacy and Cooperation - https://fondacijacure.org/
prevazilazenje-etnicke-segregacije-mladih-u-bosni-i-hercegovini-kroz-zajednicki-digitalni-rad-
medijsku-pismenost-i-saradnju/

Experiences of Displaced Roma, Minority Communities and Inclusive Transitional Justice - https://
fondacijacure.org/iskustva-raseljenih-roma-manjinskih-zajednica-i-inkluzivna-tranziciona-pravda/

Everyday Life during War and the Value of Peace through Intergenerational Dialogue - https://
fondacijacure.org/svakodnevica-u-ratu-i-vrijednost-mira-kroz-medjugeneracijski-dijalog/

Where Trains Meet: Regional Connectivity and Peacebuilding through Infrastructure and Dialogue 
- https://fondacijacure.org/gde-se-srecu-voz-i-vlak-regionalna-povezanost-i-izgradnja-mira-kroz-
infrastrukturu-i-dijalog-beograd-zagreb/

Campaigns and the Culture of Remembrance as a Tool for Youth Civic Engagement - https://
fondacijacure.org/kampanje-i-kultura-sjecanja-kao-alat-drustvenog-angazmana-mladih/

Prijedor: The Collapse of a Multi-Ethnic City, the War and its Aftermath - https://fondacijacure.org/
prijedor-slom-multietnickog-grada-rat-i-posljedice-rata/

Sexual Violence in War and the Limits of Justice after the 1990s - https://fondacijacure.org/
seksualno-nasilje-u-ratu-i-granice-pravde-nakon-devedesetih/

justice, the culture of remembrance and 
peacebuilding. Particular attention is 
given to the campaigns developed by 
participants during the school, linking 
identified social challenges with concrete 
proposals for action and advocacy for 
change.

We believe that every change begins with 
a question, dialogue and the courage to 
speak out. We invite you to read the articles 
and share them, because ideas have the 
greatest impact when they reach as many 
people as possible.

CURE FOUNDATION NEWLSETTER | APR - JUN | 2026



7

Together for Peace: A Feminist Perspective of Caring for Yourself and 
Community Around You

As part of the project “Together for 
Peace: A Feminist Perspective of Caring 
for Yourself and Community Around 
You”, CURE Foundation continued to 
strengthen regional feminist cooperation, 
the culture of remembrance and 
solidarity through participation in various 
peacebuilding and activist initiatives.

From 3 to 5 April 2026, a meeting of 
the Women in Black Network was held 
in Radmilovci, Serbia. A representative 
of CURE Foundation participated as a 
panellist in the discussion circle “Where 
Do We Go from Here? Civil Society in 
the Grip of Projectisation: Civil Society 
– a Corporate System, Business Model 
or Activism? How Do We Struggle for 

Autonomy?”

The meeting began with a minute of silence 
in memory of those who are no longer with 
us, all victims of war, refugees and victims 
of natural disasters. The meeting brought 
together 53 participants from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina (Tuzla, Sarajevo, Đulići and 
Klisa/Municipality of Zvornik), Montenegro 
(Herceg Novi), Croatia (Split, Zagreb), 
Slovenia (Ljubljana), Serbia (Belgrade, 
Kruševac, Kraljevo, Zrenjanin, Novi Pazar, 
Ruma, Novi Sad, Sombor, Pančevo, 
Priboj na Limu, Bajina Bašta, Prijepolje 
and Subotica), Poland (Kraków), Palestine 
(Bethlehem) and Germany (Berlin).

CURE - ACTIVITIES
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Regional cooperation and the exchange 
of experiences also continued through 
the activities of the “Peace with a 
Woman’s Face” Initiative. At the 
Initiative’s Assembly meeting, held on 
15 and 16 April 2026, the annual report 
was presented, planned activities for the 
next three years were discussed, and 
new members were welcomed into the 
Initiative.

At the end of April, CURE Foundation 
also welcomed representatives of Women 
Building Bridges. Ludmila Lipskaya 

and her colleagues from Russia visited 
the Foundation on 29 April, providing an 
opportunity to discuss solidarity, mutual 
learning and the exchange of experiences, 
particularly in working with women who 
have survived different forms of violence.
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An important part of the project is 
fostering a culture of remembrance 
and resisting the erasure of memory. 
As in previous years, on 31 May CURE 
Foundation marked White Armband Day 
in Prijedor, commemorating the beginning 
of the persecution and suffering of 
the non-Serb population of Prijedor in 
1992. The day recalls the order requiring 
non-Serbs to mark their homes with 
white sheets and wear white armbands, 

Activities dedicated to the culture of 
remembrance continued in June. On 
19 June, a representative of CURE 
Foundation attended the commemoration 

which became a symbol of discrimination, 
persecution and systematic violence.
Today, the white armbands are not only a 
symbol of suffering, but also of resistance 
to forgetting. They remind us of the 
importance of preserving the memory of 
those who were killed, went missing or 
were expelled, as well as our responsibility 
to speak about the past and stand with 
survivors and victims’ families in their 
struggle for truth, justice and dignity.

of the International Day for the Elimination 
of Sexual Violence in Conflict, held under 
the slogan “FOČA REMEMBERS – Silence 
Must Not Be Stronger than the Truth”.

CURE - ACTIVITIES
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Following a successful pilot phase, the 
Women in Politics (WiP) project continues 
from 2026 to 2029 through a partnership 
between IAMANEH Switzerland, CURE 
Foundation and the Association of 
Citizens Budućnost Modriča.

During the first phase of the project, 167 
women participated in capacity-building 
programmes, while 45 women were 
elected to municipal and city councils/
assemblies in the 2024 Local Elections.
The new phase of the project will 
continue to support women through the 
2026 General Elections and the 2028 
Local Elections. Activities include training, 
mentoring and networking opportunities 

for women, as well as strengthening their 
digital security and establishing a rapid 
response system to address online violence 
and threats.

The project will also work to increase public 
support for women in politics, promote 
more responsible media reporting, and 
advocate for institutional changes informed 
by analyses and the experiences of women 
in political life.

Through its work in both entities, WiP 
will continue to contribute to greater 
representation, safety and meaningful 
influence of women in the political and 
public life of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Women in Politics
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Members of the Women Citizens for 
Constitutional Reform Initiative held an 
interactive session with students enrolled 
in the elective course “Gender and 
Law” at the Faculty of Law, University 
of Sarajevo, under the mentorship of 
Prof. Dr Amila Ždralović. Through a 
discussion on constitutional reform from 
a gender perspective, the members 
presented the Initiative’s objectives, 
proposed amendments and the 
importance of engaging young legal 
professionals in building a more just 
and equal society. Students were also 
introduced to the publication “From 
Women to Amendments – A Guide to 
the Constitution”, which provides an 
accessible introduction to constitutional 
arrangements and gender equality.

The Initiative’s long-standing cooperation 
with the Faculty of Law, University of 
Sarajevo, was also recognised during 
the celebration of the Faculty’s 80th 

anniversary, when the Women Citizens for 
Constitutional Reform Initiative received 
a certificate of appreciation for its long-
standing cooperation and contribution to 
the development of a legal system based 
on equality and democratic values. This 
recognition highlights the importance of 
joint efforts in education, advocacy and 
creating space for a more just and inclusive 
society.

The Initiative’s activities also continued 
by connecting constitutional reform with 
environmental protection and human 
rights. Members of the Women Citizens for 
Constitutional Reform Initiative met with 
representatives of Aarhus Centre Sarajevo 
to discuss the links between environmental 
protection, human rights and constitutional 
reform. Particular attention was given 
to the importance of strengthening civic 
participation and advocating for the right to 
a healthy environment through a gender-
sensitive approach.

Women Citizens for Constitutional Reform Initiative

CURE - ACTIVITIES
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On 28 April 2026, we opened a national 
dialogue in Sarajevo on the protection 
of LBQ women from gender-based 
violence in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
LBQ women face violence within 
their families, intimate relationships, 
communities, institutions and public 
spaces, while their experiences remain 
insufficiently recognised within existing 
protection systems. Today, we have data, 
testimonies and recommendations, but 
one crucial question remains: what do 
they mean if survivors are still left without 
adequate protection?

The research report “Analysis on Gender 
Equality and Prevention of Violence 
against Lesbian, Bisexual and Queer 
(LBQ) Women – Research Report in 
Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
Kosovo and Serbia”* is available on 
ERA’s website: https://www.lgbti-era.org/
resources/analysis-on-gender-equality-
and-prevention-of-violence-against-

lesbian-bisexual-and-queer-lbq-women-in-
albania-bosnia-and-herzegovina-kosovo-
and-serbia

The recommendations are clear: recognise 
violence between same-sex intimate 
partners, make shelters accessible to 
LBQ women survivors of violence, train 
police officers, prosecutors, judges, 
healthcare and social workers, ensure safe 
referral pathways, improve the collection 
of relevant data, fund community-
based support, and ensure institutional 
accountability.

We expect institutions to listen, act, 
coordinate and provide protection, and 
to recognise the experiences of LBQ 
women as an integral part of the system 
for protection from gender-based violence. 
Institutions must not become complicit in 
violence through silence, neglect, prejudice 
or exclusion.

National Dialogue on the Protection of LBQ 
Women from Gender-Based Violence
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On 9 May, a representative of CURE 
Foundation attended the celebration 
of the first anniversary of the Zumbul 
Women’s Association in Blagovac, 
Vogošća. On this occasion, CURE 

The “Gen 2” workshop was held in 
Sarajevo, engaging young people in 
discussions on healthy relationships, 
gender equality and recognising gender-
based violence. Through interactive 
methods and discussion, participants 
had an opportunity to reflect on what 
makes a relationship safe, supportive and 
equal, while also learning to recognise 
behaviours that can undermine trust and 
safety in relationships.

Foundation received a certificate of 
appreciation for its support in establishing 
the Association and contributing to its 
work.

Through the creative activity “Balloon”, 
participants explored the elements 
of healthy relationships, such as 
communication, respect, trust and support, 
and discussed the challenges, boundaries 
and barriers that can affect the quality 
of relationships. The workshop provided 
a safe and inclusive space where young 
people could freely share their thoughts, 
experiences and questions.

Anniversary of the Zumbul Women’s Association

“Gen 2” Workshop: Healthy Relationships and Prevention of Gender-
Based Violence

CURE - ACTIVITIES
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A meeting brought together journalists 
and activists whose work contributes 
to preventing and combating violence 
against women and domestic violence. 
We discussed strategies of resistance, 

We welcomed students from Flakkebjerg 
Efterskole in Denmark, who were on a 
study visit to Bosnia and Herzegovina 
together with their teachers. During the 
meeting, we discussed the position 
of girls and women in Bosnian and 
Herzegovinian society, the legislative 
framework and the everyday challenges 
they face.

We presented CURE Foundation’s 
educational initiatives aimed at raising 
young people’s awareness of activism, 

the legislative framework, institutional 
responses to violence and other issues 
relevant to the protection of women’s 
rights.

discrimination, stereotypes, prejudice and 
gender-based violence. We also discussed 
our work with young people and the 
importance of creating safe spaces for 
feminist dialogue and action.

The students also had an opportunity 
to speak with our young activists and 
volunteers about the position of young 
people in Bosnia and Herzegovina, their 
perspectives and challenges, as well as 
the ways in which they engage in social 
change. 

Journalists and Activists Together Against Violence Against Women

Young People from Denmark Visit CURE Foundation
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Selma Hadžihalilović, representing 
CURE Foundation, participated in the 
parliamentary seminar “Gender Parity: 
Why Does It Matter and How Can It Be 
Achieved?”, held in the Grand Hall of the 
Parliament of Montenegro.

The event was organised by the Women’s 
Parliamentary Group of the Parliament of 
Montenegro in cooperation with ODIHR 
and the OSCE Mission to Montenegro, 
bringing together decision-makers and 
activists from across the region.

The discussions focused on the 
importance of gender parity as a 
foundation for legitimate and inclusive 
institutions, as well as on the limitations 
of formal quotas when they are not 
accompanied by substantive changes 

We attended the launch of “ESMA – The Strength 
of One Woman”, a book by our dear colleague, 
feminist and long-standing fellow activist Esma 
Drkenda. It was a pleasure to support Esma 
and, together with many friends and colleagues, 
witness an evening filled with emotion, courage 
and powerful messages.

Esma’s book offers an authentic testimony of 
war, recovery, feminist activism and the strength 
of a woman who has left an indelible mark, 
from her time on the front line defending Bosnia 
and Herzegovina to her many years of work 
with women and the community. We are proud 
to have been part of this important moment 
and to celebrate the stories of women who 
inspire, empower and leave a legacy for future 
generations.

in political practice and social norms. 
Particular emphasis was placed on the 
responsibility of political parties, which 
play a decisive role in determining whether 
women have genuine political power or 
merely a place on electoral lists.

Special attention was given to CEDAW 
General Recommendation No. 40, 
which addresses the equal and inclusive 
representation of women in decision-
making systems.

CURE Foundation continues to participate 
in regional processes advocating for 
women’s equal participation in the spaces 
where decisions are made.

Gender Parity as a Measure of the Quality of Democracy

“ESMA – The Strength of One Woman”

CURE - ACTIVITIES
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On 6 June, CURE Foundation 
representative Jadranka Miličević 
participated in the Bosnia and 
Herzegovina Diaspora Conference 
(BIHDC), the first conference of its kind 
to bring together a younger generation of 
the Bosnian and Herzegovinian diaspora, 
particularly those who have spent most 
of their lives in the United States and 
Canada.

Held under the theme “Roots in 
Motion: Our Emerging Community”, the 
conference focused on connecting a new 
generation of the diaspora with Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, exchanging experiences 
and exploring opportunities for collective 
action. Jadranka Miličević participated as 
a keynote speaker, speaking about the 
women’s peace movement and the role of 
women in peacebuilding in everyday life in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Women’s Peace Movement at the Bosnia and Herzegovina Diaspora 
Conference
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On 9 June, members of the CURE 
Foundation team were guests of the 
Association of Citizens “Zašto ne” as 
part of the 12th International Fellowship 
Programme for colleagues from the 
MENA region.

During the meeting, we spoke with 
representatives of organisations from 
Iraq, Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco about 
feminism, different forms of gender-based 
violence, processes of retraditionalisation 

On 11 June 2026, CURE Foundation 
welcomed Elvana Dervišević as part of 
her research for the master’s thesis “A 
Feminist Analysis of the Role of Women 
in Peacebuilding Processes in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina”.

During the visit, we discussed 
experiences of feminist activism, the 
contribution of women’s organisations 
to peacebuilding, the challenges faced 

in post-conflict societies, the role of the 
media in shaping the social climate, as well 
as the challenges and experiences arising 
from our respective communities.
Such meetings provide opportunities 
to exchange experiences, knowledge 
and strategies of resistance, while 
strengthening international solidarity 
among women who, in different social 
contexts, are fighting for a dignified life free 
from violence, equality and social justice.

by women activists, and the importance 
of incorporating feminist perspectives into 
processes of dealing with the past and 
building a more just society.

CURE Foundation continues to support 
academic research that contributes to a 
better understanding of the role of women 
and feminist movements in peacebuilding 
and to strengthening a culture of dialogue, 
solidarity and social justice.

Exchange of Feminist Experiences with Activists from the MENA Region

Research on the Role of Women in Peacebuilding

CURE - ACTIVITIES
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On 12 and 13 June, CURE welcomed 
representatives of the Alternative Centre 
for Girls from Kruševac, together with a 
group of young activists from Serbia. The 
aim of the visit was to learn about the 
political and social legacy of the past in 
order to better understand the continuity 
of resistance, struggle and solidarity that 
has shaped our shared region.

During the meeting, we discussed the 
importance of preserving memory, the 
Women’s Court as a feminist approach to 
justice, and the importance of women’s 
testimonies in preserving experiences, 
voices and stories that are essential for 
understanding the past and building a 
more just future.
One of the witnesses of the Women’s 

At the invitation of the Post-Conflict 
Research Center (PCRC), Jadranka 
Miličević presented CURE Foundation’s 
long-standing work in the areas of 
women’s human rights, feminist activism 
and peacebuilding in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina on 20 June.
During the meeting with the students, 
she spoke about CURE Foundation’s 
experience in empowering women, 
advocating for social change, fostering 

Court said:
“Because the truth can hurt – so deeply 
that it cannot be spoken lightly or shared 
with everyone. It can only be carried and 
understood by those who are prepared to 
be courageous, empathetic, supportive and 
respectful. That is why it is important to 
us that you are here and that you want to 
seek, hear, read and see the truth.”

It is particularly important to us that 
young activists come together, learn 
and build connections across borders, 
because we believe that solidarity, mutual 
understanding and a willingness to engage 
in dialogue are the foundations of a society 
in which the past is not forgotten, but 
serves as a source of learning.

a culture of remembrance, and creating 
spaces for dialogue, solidarity and 
activism.
The group of 12 international relations 
students was led by Professor Jennifer 
Trahan. The meeting provided them with an 
opportunity to learn about the work of local 
civil society organisations and different 
approaches to peacebuilding and the 
protection of human rights in post-conflict 
societies.

Young Activists from Serbia Visit CURE Foundation

Discussing Feminist Activism and Peacebuilding
with New York University Students 
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On 20 June, CURE Foundation 
participated in the BiH Pride March, 
“All Colours Suit Us Well”, showing its 
support and contributing to the event 
through volunteering. 

Together with numerous citizens, we 

On 18 June, CURE Foundation welcomed 
Professor Itziar Mujika Chao from the 
Department of Political Science at the 
University of the Basque Country, who is 
conducting comparative research on the 
implementation of UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325 and the participation of 
feminist, women’s and other civil society 
organisations in this process.
Bosnia and Herzegovina is one of the 
case studies included in the research, 
alongside Kosovo, Spain and France. 
During the meeting, we discussed 
the work of CURE Foundation, our 
experiences in advocating for and 
monitoring the implementation 
of Resolution 1325 in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and the role of women’s and 
feminist organisations in peacebuilding 
processes and the advancement of 
women’s human rights.

marched for solidarity, equality and the 
right of every person to live freely and with 
dignity. By participating in the Pride March, 
we once again reaffirmed the importance 
of solidarity, visibility and the continued 
struggle for a society in which diversity is 
accepted and respected.

CURE Foundation at the BiH Pride March

Feminist Organisations and Resolution 1325

CURE - ACTIVITIES
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On 30 June, the book Ovo se ne može 
izbrisati by Andraž Rožman, a Slovenian 
journalist, writer and CURE Foundation 
volunteer, was presented at the History 
Museum of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Ovo se ne može izbrisati is a novel of 
voices about the erasure of 25,671 
people from Slovenia’s register of 

permanent residents, a measure carried 
out by the Slovenian state in 1992 and 
considered a form of bureaucratic ethnic 
cleansing. Slovenian literary critics ranked 
the novel among the ten best books from 
Slovenia in 2025.

Book Promotion: Ovo se ne može izbrisati (This Cannot Be Erased)
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Helena Ratté was an active volunteer 
at CURE Foundation and, through 
conversations, meetings and shared 
journeys, had the opportunity to meet 
numerous organisations and women 
activists across Bosnia and Herzegovina 
who have been working for years to 
create spaces for women’s human rights 
and peacebuilding.

Together, we travelled, talked, listened to 
stories and learned about different forms 
of activism that constitute an important 
part of the feminist movement in BiH. 
These experiences also contributed 
to Helena’s doctoral research at the 
University of Chicago, which focuses on 
women’s activism, peacebuilding and the 
ways in which international policies, such 
as the Women, Peace and Security (WPS) 
agenda, are shaped and lived in local 
communities.

Helena’s interest in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina extended beyond the scope 
of her academic research. Through her 
engagement with CURE Foundation, she 
demonstrated a commitment to learning 
about the people, experiences and 
movements that have shaped the past 
and present of this region. She studied 
the Bosnian language, learned about 
the culture and history of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina and the wider region, and 
built connections with women activists and 
organisations.

We are glad that she was part of our 
everyday life, sharing her knowledge, 
questions and curiosity with us, and that 
she will carry her experiences from Bosnia 
and Herzegovina forward through her 
research and academic work.

Helena Ratté: From Volunteering to Researching Feminist Practices in BiH

CURE - ACTIVITIES
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The EL*C Lesbian Summit 2026 was held 
in June in Skala Eresou on the island 
of Lesbos, Greece, the birthplace of 
the ancient poet Sappho. The Summit 
brought together more than 100 lesbians 
from 70 full member organisations of the 
EuroCentralAsian Lesbian Community 
(EL*C).

Participants had the opportunity to 
take part in 13 panels and workshops, 
five cultural events and five activities 
dedicated to self-care, creating a feminist 
space for connection, learning, strategy 
development and community organising.

The Summit demonstrated the strength 
of cross-border lesbian organising. 
Participants strengthened their networks, 
exchanged knowledge and developed 
collective responses to the challenges 
facing the movement, reaffirming the 
importance of solidarity, visibility and 
collective action in building a stronger and 
more resilient lesbian movement.
CURE Foundation team member Selma 
Hadžihalilović actively participated in 
the Summit events, sharing feminist and 
activist experiences from Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

EL*C Lesbian Summit 2026
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DONORS 
The Kvinna till Kvinna Foundation (KTK) 

Global Fund for Women (GFW) 
TRAG Foundation 

Women’s World Day of Prayer (WWDP) – German Committee 
IAMANEH Switzerland 
Heart and Hand Fund

PARTNERSHIPS
Jelena Šantić Foundation, Serbia 

Helsinki Committee for Human Rights in Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Mark your calendars for 13–10 September 2026 for the XXI 
PitchWise Festival of Women’s Art and Activism in Sarajevo.

As we count down to September and  PitchWise, stay up to 
date with the latest information at www.fondacijacure.org 

See you in Sarajevo!

FOLLOW US AND JOIN US!

Join a workshop.
Come to the march.
Share this story.
Support the work of the CURE Foundation.
Your presence, your voice, your support — they matter.

Thank you to everyone who supports the work of the CURE 
Foundation and contributes, together with us, to building a 

more equal and just society.


